it is important to restore full function.
These revealed a pseudarthrosis and fracture of the plate in one of the C-fractures, four years after the operation. Ansorge (1982) , Henley et al (1987) and Bodoky et al (1988) . Their mean age was 47, 32 and 53 years, respectively (Table III) . We believe that the V-shape of the osteotomy is important to avoid nonunion, and we prefer two tension wires for fixation.
The incidence of ulnar nerve lesions (6) in our series is similar to that found in the literature (Neff et a! 1981; Ansorge 1982; Soderg#{226}rd, Sandelin and BOstman 1992) and only one patient was handicapped by the loss of sensation in her little finger.
Old age is not therefore a contraindication to ORIF. Indeed, in old people, it is most important to restore full function so that they can continue to look after themselves and avoid the need for admission to a nursing home.
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